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Quarterly Update on Rural Comprehensive Planning Project

This is the 4th quarterly update from Simmering Cory, Inc. (SCI) on their work with the 11 rural cities
participating in our comprehensive planning project.

In July 2016, the Board awarded a contract to SCI to provide 11 rural cities with a new or updated
comprehensive plan over the course of 3 years. $112,530 (LOST Funds) was budgeted for this project.

Acknowledge the information contained within the 4th quarter update.
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Comments: 

David,  

Thanks again for the opportunity to work with the rural communities in Woodbury County.  
Unfortunately, we are not as far along as I would have hope with this update but we are looking 
to identify potential options to move us back closer to the schedule.   

With a number of projects out there I thought it might be best to revise the outline of these 
updates to be more reader friendly. 

Hornick, Iowa 

We are working through a draft of the plan for Hornick.  At this time, I have a few items that I 
want to follow up on and a few items that I want to get more feedback from the City.  I am 
planning to do some field work on July 10th in Hornick and then attend their Council meeting 
that night to provide an update and go over a few ideas from our last meeting.  It is my goal to 
present a draft of the plan to them in September or October with adoption to follow shortly. 

Correctionville, Iowa 

Due to some unexpected staffing changes in Correctionville, things have slowed on this plan 
but we should be getting back on schedule at this point and moving forward.  As you know we 
struggled little bit in Correctionville to get good attendance at the public visioning session.  We 
have talked with the City about some additional options to gather more input and are going to 
be doing phone interviews of 10-15 individuals over the next couple of weeks.  Following those 
interviews, we’ll be scheduling a meeting the first part of August to get back together with the 
Planning and Zoning Commission as well as the City Council in a joint session.  The City is 
working on identifying a date for this meeting. 

Bronson, Iowa 

We are ready to follow up with the Bronson City Council and are looking at a meeting in later 
July or early August.  The City going to look at dates at their July meeting and then get back to 
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us.  We have held the public visioning process and while the turnout was not as good as we 
had hoped we did get some good feedback. 

Sloan, Iowa 

We completed the public visioning process for Sloan but did not have a good turnout so we are 
in the process of trying some additional methods of getting feedback.  Currently, we are 
soliciting surveys from community members but only have a handful back.  We are going to 
give it a couple of more weeks then we’ll do a reassessment.  While we try to get better 
community input we are moving forward with the planning process and will be scheduling a 
meeting with the City Council on August 17th to discuss some ideas and get feedback. 

Anthon, Iowa 

We held the kickoff meeting with City staff in late May and got some good information.  The 
City is going to be looking at dates for a public visioning session at their July Council meeting.  
Anthon has some previous survey work and information from other planning projects that will 
provide us with some good information.  In that light the City didn’t want to pursue a survey at 
this time. 

Pierson, Iowa 

We held the kickoff meeting with City staff in late May.  At the same time, we also had the 
opportunity to talk to a few residents and one council member at a local business.  The City is 
working to identify potential dates for a public visioning session sometime in the next couple of 
months.  In addition to the public visioning session we have provided the City with a survey that 
they are going to send out in advance of the visioning session to gather input. 

Oto, Danbury, and Smithland, Iowa 

These three plans are schedule to get kicked off in August 2017.  At this time, I expect that we 
may want to delay starting these three projects until September or October 2017. 

Lawton and Cushing, Iowa 
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These two plans are scheduled to get kicked off in February of 2018.  Even with the potential 
delay of the Oto, Danbury, and Smithland projects we are still planning the original start time 
for these plans. 

General Updates 

Per our earlier discussion we understand that there is a desire on the County’s part to include 
some discussion in the Comprehensive Plan on healthy living and lifestyles.  We have been 
noodling how that might look within the plan and what additional information we need to gather 
regarding that topic. 

Upcoming Dates: 

There are several dates that are in the works as of this report, so while there are only a few 
upcoming meetings I would suspect that we’ll have a pretty active July, August and September 
with planning meetings.  The scheduled meetings as of this report are: 

July 10th Tentative Date for Next Meeting with Hornick Council 

August 17th Meeting with Sloan City Council 

Next Steps: 

As noted above we’ll be working on several fronts over the next several weeks.  In the 
immediate future, we’ll be working on gathering some input through survey’s in Sloan and 
Pierson and phone calls in Correctionville while scheduling some additional meetings in all of 
our project cities.  We are also going to be planning a couple of trips to do some additional field 
research on the components of the plan 

In addition to meetings with the project communities we will also be working on a draft of the 
Hornick and Correctionville Plans and starting on plans for Bronson and Sloan.  It is our hope 
to have a draft plan to the City of Hornick in September or October of this year and 
Correctionville in November/December.  As we discussed previously we’ll also schedule 
another public session in each community to go over some of the details of the plan.  With 
Hornick and Correctionville I am thinking about scheduling those sessions after we review a 
draft plan with the Council but prior to final adoption.  This will still allow for some changes if 
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needed and provide an opportunity for the public to see the work that has been done.  If you 
have some thoughts on this I would be open to discussion. 




