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Jeremy Taylor/Dan Heissel

The Conservation Board has been looking into upgrading campsites so that each site has water and sewer hookups as well as
electricity. This is a big draw for campers and will increase campground usage. Conservation completed Browns Lake Campground
upgrades with the addition of water and sewer to each site, this past fall and early spring. One of the ARPA funding priorities is
outdoor recreation and water/sewer installation.

Campsites that have water and sewer hookups are the most sought after sites. This makes our campgrounds more competitive and
modern, which in turn allows us to raise our camping rates for sewer sites. Conservation completed Browns Lake Campground
using CIP Funds and took it from 40 sites down to 29, as sites were too close together and not long enough. Campers ideally want
more space, so the final layout that worked best was 29 sites. The project expenditures were over $140,000 to complete this past
fall and spring. That equals out to $4,828 per site upgrade. Using the $5,000 per site upgrade figure on the 114 sites between the
three campgrounds, the total would be $570,000 to upgrade. The engineering costs are $214,300 as we have Scope of Services
proposals for two of the three campgrounds. The third is an average of the initial two, so these costs are accurate. This plan also
includes a new septic system on the north end of Little Sioux Park that will be built to handle the expansion to the north of Bellamy
Campground once Secondary Roads completes graveling.

The total cost for the upgrades to all three campgrounds is $784,300. Our hope is that there will be some cost savings along the
way to make up the difference being requested, $750,000, as opposed to the estimate of $784,300.

Appropriate ARPA funds for water and sewer install in Little Sioux Park and Southwood Conservation
Area.

✔

✔



FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE? 

Yes     ☐            No       ☐ 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.  

✔

Use of $750,000 of ARPA Funds to complete improvements to the three campgrounds. Revenues are projected to increase from
$100,000 to $150,000 a year, based off averages in the past three years, if we are able to install sewer hookups and raise the
camping rates.

Approve $750,000 in ARPA funds towards the upgrade of water and sewer in Little Sioux park and
Southwood Conservation Area.

Approval of $750,000 in ARPA Funds to Woodbury County Conservation for water and sewer upgrades in
Little Sioux Park and Southwood Conservation Area.






































