
WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM 

Date:    _________________         Weekly Agenda Date:     ______________ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

BACKGROUND: 

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN:       ____________________________________ 

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:    

ACTION REQUIRED:

   Approve Resolution         Approve Motion   Approve Ordinance

Public Hearing                Other:  Informational      Attachments    

4/5/18 4/10/18

David Gleiser, CED Director

The Board of Supervisors (BOS) will hold a public hearing to discuss a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance which would
allow the sale of fireworks to occur in the General Commercial (GC) zoning districts in unincorporated Woodbury County. Upon
closing the public hearing and subject to the BOS's will based on public testimony, the BOS will conduct the second reading of the
proposed amendment. The proposed amendment is attached.

On 3/6/18 the Board of Supervisors (BOS) requested the Community & Economic Development (CED) department, Zoning
Commission (ZC) and Board of Adjustment (BOA) to develop recommendations on which zoning districts would be the most
appropriate to allow the retail sales of fireworks to occur in unincorporated Woodbury County.

In Coordination with the ZC and BOA, the CED department requested input from several relevant county departments and
community stakeholders (attached). Notices were published in all local newspapers to inform the public of 2 public meetings to seek
public input on this issue. Those meetings were held on 3/19/18 in Moville at the community center at 6pm, and on 3/21/18 in Salix
at the community center at 6pm. The stakeholder comments received and the minutes from theses public meetings are attached.

In addition, the ZC held a public hearing on 3/27/18 to discuss the proposed amendment to the Land Use Summary Table in the
Zoning Ordinance. The Commission voted unanimously (3-0) in favor of the amendment and to send their recommendation to the
BOA (as a professional courtesy) and to the BOS for consideration to make the formal amendment. The draft meeting minutes from
the 3/27/18 ZC meeting are attached.

On 4/2/18 the BOA held their regularly scheduled meeting and reviewed the proposed amendment. There was a unanimous
decision to support the decision of the ZC's recommendation and the proposed amendment. The draft meeting minutes from the
4/2/18 BOA meeting are attached.

On 4/3/18 the BOS held a public hearing at 4:45pm to discuss the proposed amendment. There were no comments from the public.
Upon closing the public hearing, the BOS approved and conducted the first reading of the amendment as proposed.

Public Hearing and Second Reading to Amend the Text in the Land Use Summary Table of Allowed
Uses (Section 3.03-4) in the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance (2008)

✔

✔

✔

✔

#10



FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE? 

Yes     ☐            No       ☐ 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.  

None

Approve the second reading of the amendment as proposed.

Upon closing the public hearing, motion to approve the second reading of the amendment as proposed.



ORDINANCE NO.________
WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF SECTION 3.034-4 ENTITLED LAND
USE SUMMARY TABLE OF ALLOWED USES IN EACH ZONING DISTRICT OF THE
WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA ZONING ORDINANCE.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA THAT THE BELOW ZONING ORDINANCE
LANGUAGE AMENDMENT BE MADE:

Amendment:

On page 35: To add the following line item use language within zoning ordinance
Section 3.01:4 Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses in each Zoning District:

“Fireworks (consumer, display, novelty)”. With placement of the letters “ok” within the
General Commercial (GC) zoning district column of the table related to this line item
use.

Adopted this _______ Day of __________, 2018

By: ____________________________________ ______________
Rocky De Witt, Chairman Dated

By: _____________________________________ ______________
Marty Pottebaum, Supervisor Dated

By: _____________________________________ ______________
Keith Radig, Supervisor Dated

By: _____________________________________ _______________
Jeremy Taylor, Supervisor Dated

By: _____________________________________ _______________
Matthew Ung, Supervisor Dated

ATTEST: _______________________________ _______________
Patrick Gill, Auditor Dated

1st Reading: ______________
2nd Reading: ______________
3rd Reading and Adoption: ______________
Effective Date: Upon Publication



 

 

  

WOODBURY COUNTY 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
620 DOUGLAS STREET – SIOUX CITY, IA  51101 

David Gleiser  ·  Director · dgleiser@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Dan Priestley  ·  Zoning Coordinator · dpriestley@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Dawn Norton  ·  Sr. Clerk  ·  dnorton@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Telephone (712) 279-6609     Fax (712) 279-6530 

 
 
To: Woodbury County Attorney’s office; Woodbury County Conservation; Woodbury 

County Emergency Services; Woodbury County Engineer; Woodbury County Sheriff; 
Siouxland District Health; Woodbury County Emergency Management; Cities of 
Anthon, Bronson, Correctionville, Cushing, Danbury, Hornick, Lawton, Moville, Oto, 
Pierson, Salix, Sergeant Bluff, Sloan, and Smithland 

From: Woodbury County Department of Community and Economic Development 

Date: March 8, 2018 

Subject: Comment on Fireworks Zoning Districts: Please Respond by 3/15/18 
 
We are interested in receiving your input concerning the need to add the sale of fireworks to 
Section 3.03-4 of the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance (2008) and identify which zoning 
districts this activity could lawfully occur.   
 
Fireworks legislation was signed into Iowa law on Tuesday, May 9th, 2017 (Iowa Code 727.2 
Fireworks, 2018).  Iowa law grants counties and cities the authority to limit the use of fireworks 
via ordinance or resolution.  At the March 6th Board of Supervisors meeting, the Zoning 
Commission and the Board of Adjustment were requested to research and make 
recommendations concerning the sale of fireworks in unincorporated Woodbury County.   
 
Currently, fireworks are not listed as an allowed or conditional use within the Woodbury County 
Zoning Ordinance (2008) Table of Allowed Uses in Each Zoning District (Section 3.03-4).  
Therefore, the Community and Economic Development requests your comments on this subject 
by Thursday, March 15th as we have also scheduled a series of public meetings to receive input 
from the public about adding the sale of fireworks as a retail use to Section 3.03-4 of the 
ordinance. 
 
There will be a public meeting at the Moville Area Community Center, located at 815 Main 
Street, on Monday, March 19th at 6:00 PM.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 21st at 6:00 PM at the Salix Community Center, located at 317 Tipton Street.  
 
On Tuesday, March 27th at 6:00 PM, the Community & Economic Development staff will present 
their recommendations to the Zoning Commission on which zoning districts in unincorporated 
Woodbury County could lawfully allow the sale of fireworks to occur.  The Zoning Commission 
will accept public input and discuss the recommendations before formulating their 
recommendations for the Board of Adjustment.  On Monday, April 2nd at 6:00 PM, the 
Community & Economic Development staff will present the Zoning Commission’s 
recommendations to the Board of Adjustment. The Board of Adjustment will accept public input 
and discuss the recommendations before formulating their recommendations for the Board of 
Supervisors, who will receive them during their regularly scheduled board meeting on Tuesday, 
April 3rd at 4:30 PM. 
 
Send your written comments to Dan Priestley, Zoning Coordinator at 
dpriestley@woodburycountyiowa.gov. Please know that you are invited to attend any of the 
meetings mentioned above. Your participation is greatly appreciated. 



 

 

  

WOODBURY COUNTY 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
620 DOUGLAS STREET – SIOUX CITY, IA  51101 

David Gleiser  ·  Director · dgleiser@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Dan Priestley  ·  Zoning Coordinator · dpriestley@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Dawn Norton  ·  Sr. Clerk  ·  dnorton@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

Telephone (712) 279-6609     Fax (712) 279-6530 

 
 
To: City of Anthon; City of Bronson; City of Correctionville; City of Cushing; City of 

Danbury; City of Hornick; City of Lawton; City of Moville; City of Oto; City of Pierson; 
City of Salix; City of Sergeant Bluff; City of Sioux City; City of Sloan; City of Smithland 

From: Woodbury County Department of Community and Economic Development 

Date: March 9, 2018 

Subject: Comment on Fireworks Zoning Districts: Please Respond by 3/23/18 
 
We are interested in receiving your input concerning the need to add the sale of fireworks to 
Section 3.03-4 of the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance (2008) and identify which zoning 
districts this activity could lawfully occur.   
 
Fireworks legislation was signed into Iowa law on Tuesday, May 9th, 2017 (Iowa Code 727.2 
Fireworks, 2018).  Iowa law grants counties and cities the authority to limit the use of fireworks 
via ordinance or resolution.  At the March 6th Board of Supervisors meeting, the Zoning 
Commission and the Board of Adjustment were requested to research and make 
recommendations concerning the sale of fireworks in unincorporated Woodbury County.   
 
Currently, fireworks are not listed as an allowed or conditional use within the Woodbury County 
Zoning Ordinance (2008) Table of Allowed Uses in Each Zoning District (Section 3.03-4).  
Therefore, the Community and Economic Development requests your comments on this subject 
by Thursday, March 23 as we have also scheduled a series of public meetings to receive input 
from the public about adding the sale of fireworks as a retail use to Section 3.03-4 of the 
ordinance. 
 
There will be a public meeting at the Moville Area Community Center, located at 815 Main 
Street, on Monday, March 19th at 6:00 PM.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 21st at 6:00 PM at the Salix Community Center, located at 317 Tipton Street.  
 
On Tuesday, March 27th at 6:00 PM, the Community & Economic Development staff will present 
their recommendations to the Zoning Commission on which zoning districts in unincorporated 
Woodbury County could lawfully allow the sale of fireworks to occur.  The Zoning Commission 
will accept public input and discuss the recommendations before formulating their 
recommendations for the Board of Adjustment.  On Monday, April 2nd at 6:00 PM, the 
Community & Economic Development staff will present the Zoning Commission’s 
recommendations to the Board of Adjustment. The Board of Adjustment will accept public input 
and discuss the recommendations before formulating their recommendations for the Board of 
Supervisors, who will receive them during their regularly scheduled board meeting on Tuesday, 
April 3rd at 4:30 PM. 
 
Send your written comments to Dan Priestley, Zoning Coordinator at 
dpriestley@woodburycountyiowa.gov. Please know that you are invited to attend any of the 
meetings mentioned above. Your participation is greatly appreciated. 



Stakeholder Comments

Several stakeholder agencies were asked to make written comments concerning the need to add
the sale of fireworks to Section 3.03-4. The Fire Marshal from Sioux City Fire Rescue, Mark
Aesoph, stated that he has a concern for the sales of fireworks near “residential properties that
abut the current city limit boundaries.” He suggested that the ordinance/policy include language
such as “any parcel that abuts a city limit boundary must meet city zoning requirements”
(Written Communication, March 12, 2018).

Woodbury County Engineer, Mark Nahra, P.E., stated that he would prefer to see the sales of
fireworks located along paved roads. He indicated at this point we may not have enough
experience to know whether the sales of fireworks will cause any road problems due to
seasonally increased traffic. Nahra asserted that “I would suggest that if they are located on a
gravel road, that the business be responsible for any dust control needed on roads adjacent to the
site.” He suggested that the use of a conditional use permit would allow us “to make providing
the dust control a requirement as part of the permit.” Nahra also asserted that the “secondary
road department should not be responsible to subsidize their choice of location by providing any
more than normal road maintenance in the area of business” (Written Communication, March 12,
2018).

Gary Brown, Director of Woodbury County Emergency Services, stated that “if the county is
under a burn ban that the discharging of fireworks should be prohibited. In a normal year we
would not have a burn ban in July or December but if we are in a drought its possible” (Written
Communication, March 12, 2018).

Dan Heissel, Director of the Woodbury Conservation Board, offered the following comments on
fireworks:

I do have a concern with this and would not support allowing firework in the parks for
the following reasons. Safety is my number one concern. In the campground setting, you
have a lot of people packed into small area and just the thought of allowing fireworks
makes me cringe. Bottle rockets, roman candles, spinners, all these things that are a
projectile that could do bodily harm to an innocent bystander cause me concern and
would open the county up to liability in my mind. There is just too many people and
activity in a campground or park for fireworks to be allowed.

In a park setting you have a lot of people of different ages utilizing a space, just as you do
in a campground. These people come to the park with the thought of peace and quiet and
to relax, not to have fireworks exploding let alone being hit with an errant bottle rocket or
other projectile. Another liability and exposure the county doesn’t need.



One final concern is for fires to county structures or lands do to dry weather and to
personal campers and awnings should burning embers from aerial fireworks land on
them. In a nutshell it is not a good thing for us in the parks or campgrounds.

With that in mind I respectfully request that fireworks are not allowed in the county parks
or areas. (Written Communication, March 23, 2018)

Major Todd Wieck, Woodbury County Sheriff’s Department, offered the following comments on
fireworks enforcement:

As it relates to the enforcement of fireworks use, we would respond to calls and address
situations accordingly. We would defer to the County Attorney’s office as to how those
matters would be handled in the courts. It has been our practice to defer to what the state
code provides for direction on fines and sentencing when such issues are already defined
by the code.” (Verbal Communication, March 23, 2018)

At the public meeting held in Moville on March 19, 2018, a discussion was held concerning the
most appropriate zoning district to consider for the sale of fireworks in unincorporated
Woodbury County. Participants commented on a range of concerns including fire safety, traffic
flow, appropriate roads, adequate parking, building permits, conditional uses, permanent
structures, temporary structures, signs, state licensing, and agency coordination. At this meeting,
the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) District Transportation Planner, Dakin Schultz,
indicated the use of signs in the IDOT right-of-way were a concern last year. He asserted that
they must be placed on private property with safety issues in mind such as blind spots. Other
issues discussed included ample room for the entrance and exit of vehicles, and the avoidance of
congestion and traffic back-ups on highways. In effect, there was overall consensus for
approved fireworks sales to be permitted in the General Commercial (GC) Zoning District with
appropriate signage, parking spaces, and driveway entrances/exits that allow good traffic flow
without congesting highway traffic (Minutes: Moville Public Meeting - Sale of Fireworks &
Zoning Districts, 2018)

A second public meeting was held in Salix on March 21, 2018. The participants offered their
concerns about of range of issues including the process of receiving a permit to sell fireworks
through the state fire marshal’s office, the county building permit process for both permanent
and temporary structures, and the sale of fireworks within the GC Zoning District. The GC
Zoning District was pointed out as an option as much of the principal allowed activities include
retail sales, service, and business goods. It was noted that the higher populated areas including
the cities might be the most popular place to sell fireworks. A participant asserted that the sale
of firework is a commercial activity and should be valued as such on commercial zoned land.
Like the Moville meeting, the general consensus was support for designating the GC Zoning
District as a suitable location for allowed fireworks sales (Minutes: Salix Public Meeting - Sale
of Fireworks & Zoning Districts, 2018).
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Minutes - Woodbury County Public Hearing Regarding Sale
of Fireworks in Unincorporated Areas
March 19, 2018

The Public Hearing convened on the 19th of March 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the Moville Area
Community Center, 815 Main Street, Moville, Iowa.

Attendees Present: Jerry Sailer, Jim Fisher, Bruce Garbe, Chris Zant, Bob Brouillette, Dale
Erickson, JoAnn Sadler, Dakin Schultz. Community & Economic Development staff - David
Gleiser, Dan Priestley, Dawn Norton.

Dan Priestley gave background of the Fireworks law, Iowa Code 727.2, that took effect May 9,
2017, which addresses sales and use of fireworks in the State of Iowa. Currently Woodbury
County has no ordinances restricting the sites where fireworks may be sold in the
unincorporated areas. Approved sale dates are June 1st – July 8th and December 10- January
3rd for permanent structures; June 13th – July 8th for temporary structures.

Conditional Use Permitting was mentioned as an option for allowing sales in certain areas.
David Gleiser stated any ordinance would only apply to unincorporated areas of the County and
listed points to consider when determining appropriate sites such as traffic flow, roads,
adequate parking, including handicap spaces. Lawton Mayor, Dale Erickson, asked about fire
suppression and storage requirements for firework sale facilities. David Gleiser stated that the
issue would be addressed with the State Fire Marshall in the process of obtaining a license.

Bob Brouillette asked if incorporated areas didn’t have any regulations, could they be sold
anywhere; David Gleiser said local incorporated area have jurisdiction of their areas. Jim Fisher
stated they can’t ban them, sellers would have to go through the State permitting process and
be approved by the City and could be sold in certain areas.

David Gleiser pointed out permanent structures would be preferred over temporary structures
because of factors such as wind, rain and possible theft. Bob Brouillette asked about signage
for sites. Gleiser stated County sign requirements would apply.

JoAnn Sadler asked how sales locations were handled last year, Gleiser stated the previous
Zoning Director had discretion on approving permits.

The Community & Economic Development staff recommend sales be allowed in General
Commercial (GC) Zoning Districts, with the possibility to review later. Priestley stated there are
62 parcels or combined parcels in Woodbury County that are in this category. Light Industrial
(LI) areas could also be considered, which would increase the total to 72 areas. Chris Zant
asked if a Conditional Use Permit would be needed, and stated sales would mostly be in more
populated areas. Zant mentioned the Zoning Commission had been advised to avoid CUPs
during a Zoning workshop. Staff agreed it would be best to determine an appropriate Zoning
district and prohibit the use elsewhere.

Bruce Garbe asked what would prevent people from setting up a temporary structure to sell
fireworks without a permit. Gleiser said the Zoning Department has been, and will continue to
work with local law enforcement, along with the Sheriff’s Department, fire departments, EMS,
Secondary Roads, DOT and DNR on issues. Violations will be complaint driven and followed
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up on. Use of fireworks during designated times could be restricted under certain
circumstances such as drought or no-burn bans.

Dakin Schultz from the DOT stated concern about signage. They must be placed on private
property with safety issues in mind, such as blind spots. Other important issues are ample room
for entrance and exit of vehicles, and avoiding congestion and traffic back-ups on highways.

There was overall agreement for approved firework sales to be permitted in General
Commercial (GC) with appropriate signage, parking spaces, and driveway entrances/exits that
allow good traffic flow without congesting highway traffic.

The next Public Hearing regarding firework sales will be held Wednesday, March 21st at the
Salix Community Center, beginning at 6 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m.
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Minutes - Woodbury County Public Hearing Regarding Sale
of Fireworks in Unincorporated Areas
March 21, 2018

The Public Hearing convened on the 21st of March 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the Salix Community
Center, 317 Tipton St, Salix, Iowa.

Attendees Present: Dwight Rorholm, Bob Brouillette, Stanley Johnson, Dan Lee, Kathy
Brouillette, Justin Iverson, Justin Mitchell, Chris Mitchell. Community & Economic Development
staff - David Gleiser, Dan Priestley, Dawn Norton.

Dan Priestley gave background of the Fireworks law, Iowa Code 727.2, that took effect May 9,
2017, which addresses sales and use of fireworks in the State of Iowa. Sales cannot be
prohibited, but local and County restrictions can be applied. An on-line application must be
submitted and approved by the State Fire Marshall prior to sales. Currently Woodbury County
has no ordinance restricting the sites where fireworks may be sold in the unincorporated areas.
The Community & Economic Development department (CED) is looking for input from
stakeholders on appropriate Zoning districts to allow sales. Approved sale dates are June 1st –
July 8th and December 10- January 3rd for permanent structures; June 13th – July 8th for
temporary structures.

From research the CED has done, David Gleiser said most Iowa counties have designated
General Commercial (GC) and Light Industrial (LI) areas for sales. There are 62 parcels or
parcel combinations zoned GC in Woodbury County.

Dwight Rorholm asked what type of structures could be used for sales, and whether water and
restrooms would be required. Priestley explained temporary and permanent structures.
Building permits applications and set-back distances would be required for permanent
structures. Sprinkler systems, adequate parking, including handicap spaces, would need to be
included, based on square footing of the facility. Dan Lee asked if sites would have to be
approved, Priestley and Gleiser stated yes, in unincorporated areas. Incorporated towns can
decide what type of structures to allow.

Gleiser pointed out firework sale locations are not listed in any Zoning district. Most sale
locations will be requested in high traffic areas, such as along I-29 and Hwy 20, making General
Commercial zoned areas more desirable because issues such as roads, traffic control and
accessibility would be addressed in this district already. If the County does not make a
designated zoning area, the CED adminstrator would exercise discretion on locations.

Bob Brouillette offered that General Commercial could be approved now, and looked at again in
the future to include other districts such as Light Industrial. Gleiser added if Light Industrial was
included it would add approximately 20 other parcels to the count. Gleiser also added he has
spoken with City of Sioux City officials, they would recommend picking one Zoning district
instead of going with Conditional Use Permits.

Kathy Brouillette asked how much interest there has been on setting up sales locations. Gleiser
stated there is currently one building permit application for a permanent structure off Hwy 20.
Rorholm had concerns about traffic management in some General Commercial areas.
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Comments from citizens in attendance agree with placement in General Commercial areas,
stating business owners in those areas are paying commercial taxes and should be able to sell
there.

There were some issues with signage within the City limits last year. The DOT had reported
that signs in violation will be asked to be removed, or they will remove them. Regular
restrictions for signs in unincorporated areas will also apply to firework sales locations.

Gleiser stated the Planning department of Sioux City would prefer locations close to fire
departments, with adequate traffic flow.

Bob Brouillette asked about sales on reservations. Gleiser noted that would not be in the
County’s our jurisdiction. Tribal land that located in Woodbury County is not in GC zoning.

Dan Lee asked if fees would go to County, Gleiser answered no, fees generated from building
permits and sign permits go toward administration fees. Lee also asked about liability issues to
sellers or landowners that allow use on their property. Gleiser said State Law only allows
discharge on your own property, or with owner’s consent. There is a provision in the seller’s
application process to show proof of insurance.

Gleiser pointed out the Board of Supervisors are not interested in shortening the time frame for
usage, however, there may be times when usage not allowed, such as during drought or burn
bans. The Conservation department may have their own restriction on where they may be
discharged. Lee pointed out they shouldn’t be discharged in fields where there is no access to
water.

Lee asked if sales will be taxed, Gleiser answered yes. Citizen asked if there would be a
building permit fee for temporary structures, Gleiser said no since the structures will only be
allowed for a short period of time.

Gleiser stated staff recommends firework sales in General Commercial zoned districts. The
issue could be reviewed later and possibly revised.

Gleiser explained public input is now being gathered, recommendations will be given to the
Zoning Commission, then Board of Adjustment. From there recommendations will be forwarded
to the Board of Supervisors, which will adopt amendments to the zoning ordinances. He
expects a final ordinance by the first part of May 2018.

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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Minutes - Woodbury County Zoning Commission Meeting
March 27, 2018
The Zoning Commission (ZC) meeting convened on the 27th of March 2018 at 6:12 p.m. in the
Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room Number 104 in the County Courthouse, 620 Douglas
Street, Sioux City, Iowa.

ZC Members Present: Tom Bride, Barbara Parker, Christine Zellmer-Zant
ZC Members Absent: Bruce Garbe, Shawn Streck
Staff Present: David Gleiser, Dawn Norton, Dan Priestley
Public Present: James Williams, Scott Gernhart

Chairperson Zellmer-Zant called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m.

Mr. James Williams, 1730 162nd Street, is considering installing a small wind generator on his
property. There was discussion about adding wind turbines to the ordinances.

The February 26, 2017 meeting minutes were amended on page 4 to read ‘Tom Bride stated
there wouldn’t need to be a new zoning district, but a provision to allow for small contractor
yards, or a classification somewhere in between home occupation and General Commercial.’
Motion to approve minutes by Bride, second by Barb Parker. Carried 3-0.

A public hearing was held to consider a minor subdivision application and final platting by Mary
Berg. The proposed Berg Addition would subdivide the 23.31 acres of Parcel #894325100001
into two lots to meet bank mortgage requirements. The property is zoned AP (Agricultural
Preservation), located in the NW ¼ of Section 25, T89N, R43W (Rutland Township) of the 5th

P.M., an addition to Woodbury County, Iowa. The property is not located within extraterritorial
review. One letter from neighboring property owner, Kay Shever. Written comment was
received from Woodbury County Engineer and local office of USDA NRCS, and Woodbury
County Treasurer. None of the comments received indicated opposition to the proposed
subdivision. The staff support final plat approval.

Bride asked about well and septic; Scott Gernhart stated all will stay with Lot 1. Parker asked
about driveway; Gernhart stated Berg plans to continue renting out the other lot so it won’t be an
issue. Chris Zellmer-Zant stated the maintenance agreement shouldn’t be an issue since it’s in
Berg’s name.

The public hearing was closed. Motion to approve with no conditions by Parker, second by
Bride; Carried 3-0.

Public hearing of proposed amendment to text in land use summary table of allowed areas to
sell fireworks in unincorporated areas of Woodbury County. Public meetings were held in
Moville and Salix. Consensus was to limit sales to General Commercial (GC) zoning. David
Gleiser stated the City of Sioux City’s main issue last year was related to sellers placing signs in
unapproved areas. Zellmer-Zant asked what small incorporated towns are doing regarding
sales; Gleiser in towns without local ordinances, local administrators will have jurisdiction.
Bride asked if there were Zoning requirements as stating how close to town fireworks can be
sold. Gleiser stated they none, but would recommend they not be sold in residential areas.
With the recommended GC zoning, that should not be an issue. Gleiser stated the issue will
move forward to the Board of Supervisors for motion, vote, and approval following 3 readings.
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The public hearing was closed. Motion to approve with no conditions by Parker, second by
Bride; Carried 3-0.

The Commission reviewed the draft ordinance on use, sales, and display of fireworks.

The following amendments will be made;

Section 5: Prohibition.

1. Consumer, display, or novelty fireworks retail sales is prohibited in any zones other than
General commercial (GC) Zoning District and shall not be approved for sales within
unincorporated Woodbury County.

2. The wholesale of consumer, display, or novelty fireworks in any zones other than Ligh
Industrial (LI) Zoning District and shall not be approved for sales within unincorporated
Woodbury County.

Gleiser mentioned anyone operating a commercial fireworks display must be certified, with
liability insurance. Gleiser clarified use of fireworks on Conservation land. It will be there policy
not to allow usage; also, fireworks cannot be discharded on public property, only on private
property with owner’s consent.

Zellmer-Zant asked who receives fees and fines collected. Gleiser stated they are set by the
State and they will receive the money. Bride questioned if liability amounts should be higher,
they are currently $300,00. Gleiser will consider the issue further and consult with the County
Attorney.

Motion to send to Board of Adjustment for information, then forward to Board of Supervisors
with recommendations by Parker; second by Bride; carried 3-0.

No citizens wishing to be heard.

Gleiser informed commission Community & Economic Development (CED) is currently updating
and posting on department website a list of permits issued daily.

Gleiser stated CED is researching wind turbines. Bride pointed out they are smaller now and
possibly could be listed as an accessory structure for residential use. Bride also mentioned
solar panels.

Gleiser mentioned interest for beekeeping business in the County. No current ordinance.

Motion to adjourn by Parker; second by Bride; motion carried 3-0.

Meeting adjourned 7:14 p.m.

Next meeting April 24, 2018.



Minutes - Woodbury County Board of Adjustment Meeting
April 2, 2018
The Board of Adjustment (BOA) meeting convened on the 2nd of April 2018 at 6:00 pm in the
Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room Number 104 in the County Courthouse, 620 Douglas
Street, Sioux City, Iowa.

BOA Members Present: Bob Brouillette, Katie Colling, Tom Thiesen, Dwight Rorholm,
JoAnn Sadler

Staff Present: David Gleiser, Dawn Norton, Dan Priestley
Public Present: None

Chairperson Rorholm called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

There were no citizen comments on non-agenda items.

The March 5, 2018 meeting minutes were approved. Motion by Brouillette, second by Colling.
Carried 5-0.

Informational presentation by Gleiser regarding Zoning District for firework sales in
unincorporated areas of Woodbury County. On 3/6/18 the Board of Supervisor’s (BOS)
requested Zoning Commission (ZC) and Board of Adjustment (BOA) to develop a
recommendation on zoning districts where the sales of fireworks could occur in unincorporated
Woodbury County. Public meetings were held in Moville and Salix, county departments and
agencies possibly impacted were notified and asked for comment. The consensus has been to
allow retail sales in General Commercial (GC) zoned areas. Wholesale firework sales would be
allowed in Limited Industrial (LI).

Members were informed that a Public Hearing and first reading of the amendment will occur at
the BOS meeting on April 3. There will be three readings, with the times and dates published in
the Sioux City Journal. The amendment will be formally adopted upon publishing the
amendment after the third reading.

Staff will also propose that the BOS adopt a standalone ordinance for fireworks use, sales, and
display permits in unincorporated Woodbury County. This will include language on the use of
fireworks during time allowed by the State; retail sales location in GC zones, wholesale in LI;
and an application for display permits to be provided, accepted and reviewed by the Community
and Economic Development office, then placed on the BOS agenda for approval through a
resolution. This ordinance only requires action from the BOS, although the ZC, BOA, relevant
county departments and outside agencies have been provided the opportunity to make
comment.

Rorholm asked about firework discharge in parks. Gleiser stated they can only be used on
private property with the owner’s consent. Conservation will not allow fireworks.

Brouillette asked about the liability insurance. Gleiser stated the draft was set at the State
minimum of $300,000, it was suggested in the ZC meeting to be increased, staff will check with
County Attorney.



Thiesen asked about sales at another location on Hwy 20, Gleiser stated if it is in GC it would
be an accepted area if the owner obtained a license for sale from the State.

Brouillette made a motion to accept reviewed information with no concerns; Sadler seconded.
Motion approved 5-0.

There were no citizens wishing to be heard.

The next meeting was scheduled for May 7, 2018.

Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. Motion by Brouillette, second by Colling. Carried 5-0.


