
WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM 

Date:    _________________         Weekly Agenda Date:     ______________ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

BACKGROUND: 

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN:       ____________________________________ 

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:    

ACTION REQUIRED:

   Approve Resolution         Approve Motion   Approve Ordinance

Public Hearing                Other:  Informational      Attachments    

10/06/2021 10/12/2021

Mark J. Nahra, County Engineer

In July 2004, the Board of Supervisors established an "Area Service B Road Maintenance Ordinance", but as yet has not placed 
any roads within that system.  The ordinance complies with section 309.57 of the Code of Iowa and provides the county significant 
liability protection for roads placed within the level B system and maintained in compliance with the county ordinance. 
 
When the county began work on financing the gravel road improvement project, the county selected roads for the program that met 
specific criteria including traffic counts in excess of 50 vpd, presence of a residence, confinement feeding operation or other rural 
agribusiness, or state classification as a farm to market route.  A system of roads that included 750 of the county's approximately 
960 miles of gravel roads was selected for this project.  A system of 122 miles of roads was identified that did not meet 
improvement criteria, but would continue to receive normal gravel road maintenance as is currently provided.   Also identified was 
60 miles of dirt roads and 59 miles of lesser used gravel roads that receive minimal maintenance, but have not been resolutioned 
and signed as level B roads.   The county engineer is requesting consideration and direction in determining whether to establish a 
level B road system.  The public hearing will receive comments on establishing a level B system.   

The 119 miles of county roads that are receive minimal maintenance during much of the year and do not have snow plowed off the 
road in the winter proposed for level B classification.  At this time they do not have signing that warns the public that they are 
receiving minimal maintenance.  As was related during the recent discussion of closing Garner Avenue between 130th Street and 
140th Street, a minimally maintained dirt road on the county system, sometimes drivers are directed to use these roads when 
following GPS navigation without warning that the roads are not receiving a normal level of maintenance or snow removal. 
 
The county is given significant liability protection as provided in section 309.57 of the code of Iowa for roads placed under a level B, 
minimum maintenance classification.   The code states:  
 
309.57  Area service classification.  subsection 6.  The county and officers, agents, and employees of the county are not liable for 
injury to any person or for damage to any vehicle or equipment, or contents of any vehicle or equipment, which occurs proximately 
as a result of the maintenance of a road which is classified as area service “B” or “C” if the road has been maintained to the level 
required for roads classified as area service “B” or “C”. 
 
In addition to liability protection, warning drivers who may be unfamiliar with county rural roads can increase safety for those drivers 
by preventing entry to low maintenance and dirt roads upon installation of suitable signing and notice at each end of the road.   
Most of the dirt roads could only be upgraded to gravel at significant expense to the county both in construction costs and 
necessary right of way acquisition with little gain in service for landowners who use these roads only for land access at this time.    
Lesser used gravel roads could be improved at a lower, but still significant cost, with the addition of adequate gravel to provide a 
stable road surface.   The cost of either of these upgrades is not provided for in the $10,000,000 allocated to the recently funded 
gravel road upgrade program.

Set Time Public Hearing, 4:45 PM:  Consider the establishment of a Level of Service B road system

✔

✔

✔



FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE? 

Yes     ☐            No       ☐ 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.  

✔

The financial impact for the county would be in the purchase of signage for the level B road system.   We have identified the need 
for 231 Level B road sign sets at a cost of about $200 per set for a total of $46,200.   Employee time will also be necessary for 
installing signs at each road. 
 
The potential savings for the county is in limiting the liability for roads that are already receiving maintenance that is at the level 
specified in the Level B ordinance.   Additional savings is currently being accrued by the department by reducing gravel 
replacement and not providing snow removal on the identified 59 miles of lightly used gravel roads.

That the Board hold a public hearing to discuss the establishment of a Level B road system and receive 
comments from affected landowners and road users.

Motion:   On October 12, 2021 at 4:45 PM hold a public hearing in the Courthouse Basement Board meeting 
room to discuss the establishment of a level B road system to receive comments from the public.




















