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RED Dir., Judy Thompson (BCU)

The Briar Cliff University Business Dept. and it's Enactus (Entrepreneurial Action in Us) student organization, requests Woodbury
County to consider providing a $1,000 contribution to support the regional entrepreneur grant competition "Swimming with the
Sharks" at Briar Cliff University. This event is one of many held during "Entrepalooza" which is a 2-week long series of events within
the Siouxland region devoted to providing students (Elementary through College), small business owners and the general public
with resources and technical assistance related to entrepreneurship and small business development.

The Rural Economic Development department has contributed $1,000 to this annual event for the past 4 years with the RED
Director serving as one of the judges for the competition. The City of Sioux City, The Siouxland Initiative, Siouxland Economic
Development Corporation, and the City of South Sioux City are also financial supporters of this annual grant competition.

Consideration of Financial Support for Regional Entrepreneur Grant Competition "Swimming with the
Sharks" at Briar Cliff University

✔

✔



FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE? 

Yes     ☐            No       ☐ 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.  

$1,000 from the Rural Economic Development Dept. budget.

Approve request of $1,000 from the Rural Economic Development department budget to support the regional
entrepreneur grant competition, “Swimming with the Sharks”.

Motion to approve request of $1,000 from the Rural Economic Development department budget to support
the regional entrepreneur grant competition, “Swimming with the Sharks”.



The Recipe for a Small Business 
Community
Steve Records, VP of Field Operations, SCORE

6:30 pm • College Center, Room 126
South Sioux City

Find out what it takes for Siouxland to support its small 
businesses from an expert from the national SCORE 
organization. SCORE provides free services to entrepreneurs 
and small businesses.

CONTACT: Tom Eakin, SCORE
(712) 277-2324 

Innovation Grow
3:30 pm • Ho-Chunk Centre 

Students from the three Sioux City Community schools taking an 
Entrepreneurship class will pitch the business ideas to Sioux City 
GO judges. The judges will make a decision and the winning 
business receives $200 from Briar Cliff’s Enactus team.  

CONTACT: Judy Thompson 
(712) 279-5549 or judy.thompson@briarcliff.edu

Sioux City Growth Organization’s 

Innovation Market
5:00–8:30 pm • Ho-Chunk Centre 

Browse and vote on business ideas and have an opportunity 
to network. Hear local and national entrepreneurs share their 
experiences. Competition finalists will be announced that night at 
8:00 pm. Interested in getting a $5,000 grant for your business?  
Entrepreneurs between the ages of 18 and 40 can submit their 
ideas until February 21. Go to www.siouxcitygo.com/innovatesc 

CONTACT: Jennifer Bower
jen_bower03@yahoo.com

Education Summit
Creating Young Entrepreneurs and Innovators

4:30–5:30 pm • Iowa State Design West Center
1014 1/2 Design Place• Sioux City 

In order to encourage entrepreneurship education in the 
area school systems, an Education Summit: Creating Young 
Entrepreneurs and Innovators event will be held on Wednesday, 
February 24 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at the Iowa State Design 
West Center in downtown Sioux City. A panel of educators will 
discuss their experiences with implementing entrepreneurship 
curriculum into their schools. A question and answer session will 
follow the panel discussion.

CONTACT: Judy Thompson 
(712) 279-5549 or judy.thompson@briarcliff.edu

Swimming with the Sharks
   6:30 pm • Briar Cliff   
                                 University, St. Francis Center, 
                               Stark Student Center
 
       Seven Finalists pitch their ideas for 
                              starting or growing a business in Siouxland.

CONTACT: Judy Thompson 
(712) 279-5549 or judy.thompson@briarcliff.edu

Consulting Fair
6:30 pm • Western Iowa Tech Community College   
Advanced Sciences Building L416-417• Sioux City

Get free business consulting from area experts to help start 
or grow your business. Get plugged into the Siouxland 
entrepreneurship community.

CONTACT: Todd Rausch, SBDC Regional Director
(712) 274-6564 or todd.rausch@witcc.edu

CONTACT: Tom Eakin, SCORE
(712) 277-2324

Speed Networking
5:30 pm • Springboard Coworking
700 4th Street #210 • Sioux City

Speed dating isn’t just for relationships... it’s for networking! 
Maximize your opportunity to meet business leaders and 
students in the Siouxland area at our Speed Networking event. 
Hosted by Morningside College’s Entrepreneurship Group.

CONTACT: Paige McKern, President of 
Entrepreneurship Group at Morningside College
pem003@morningside.com
 

Ice Cream Cocktails & Biz Tales
6:00–8:00 pm •P’s Pizza House
630 8th Ave SW• Le Mars, IA

A chance to network and brain-pick fellow entrepreneurs from 
Siouxland while treating yourself to ice cream cocktails in the Ice 
Cream Capital of the World®.  

CONTACT: Neal Adler, 
Executive Director LACC
(712) 546-8821 or 
neal@lemarschamber.org

5th Grade Jump Start Market
9:30 - 10:30 am • College Center, Room 126
South Sioux City

The public can buy food products created by fifth graders 
from Cardinal School during South Sioux City Chamber of 
Commerce’s Coffee Hour. Sponsored by Northeast Community 
College Enactus Team

CONTACT: Pam Miller, College Dean, 
Enactus Advisor 
(402) 241-6400 or pmiller@collegecenter.org

ENTREPALOOZAThe Journey to Your Vision 
8:30 am - 1:00 pm • ISU Design West
1014 1/2 4th Street • Sioux City
  
“The Journey To Your Vision” is uniquely designed to help Iowa 
entrepreneurs uncover opportunities for improving their business 
by understanding the stages of business growth, their unique 
challenges, and methods to overcome them. Sponsored by 
Iowa’s West Coast Initiative, Iowa Farm Bureau and CIRAS.

CONTACT: (800) 254-9670 with questions or to 
register for the event

A Conversation with Ted Waitt
6:30 pm • Briar Cliff University
St. Francis Center, Stark Student Center

Hear Ted talk about his path to entrepreneurship and the 
history of Gateway Computers and the audience will have 
the opportunity to ask questions at the end. Sponsored by the 
Siouxland Economic Development Corporation.
Free and open to the public.

CONTACT: Judy Thompson, BCU
(712) 279-5549 or judy.thompson@briarcliff.edu
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